Sudden infant death syndrome and hibernation: is there a link?
Two very large bodies of information seem to overlap, one being the epidemiological and pathological studies on sudden infant death syndrome (SIDS), the other being the research on hibernation. Until now, these two phenomena have been studied independently; however, it will be argued here that the role of the pineal gland, that of brown adipose tissue (BAT) and sleep patterns in both endothermic hibernating mammals and those babies presenting as SIDS provide clues and support for the hypothesis that SIDS is pathoplastic to the hibernatory response.